rve ‘Resigns 
To Accept Post 
In Radio Field 


Chairman A. H. Graham has 
need the resignation of F. O. 
j ar, Jr. as director of public 
relations and editor of “North 
Carolina Highways and Public 
Works.” 
- Carver came with the Commis- 
sion in September, 1941, and went 
on leave of absence ite following 
March to enlist in the U. S. Naval 
Reserve, where he spent 43 months, 
being discharged in October of last 
year. He returned to work with the 
Commission on November Ist. 

__ _His resignation will become effec- 
tive on June 15. It has been an- 
nounced that he has accepted a 
position with Radio Station WSJS 

in Winston-Salem, where he will 
report for work immediately fol- 
lowing the severance of his connec- 
tion with the Commission. He will 
serve the Winston-Salem radio sta- 

_ tion as Radio News Editor. . 

. Prior to coming to Raleigh to 
live in 1941, Carver resided in Rox- 
boro, his native town. From 1933 

until 1941, he was Associate Editor 
of The Roxboro Courier. The son 


of Roxboro, he is an alumnus of the 
| ‘University of North Carolina. 
Pending arrangements for suit- 
able living quarters in Winston- 
ae Salem, the Carvers will continue 
Me to make their home here. 


Rankin Is Named 


a _ Editor-Director | 


j Edward L. Rankin, Jr. has been 
appointed director of public rela- 
tions and editor of “North Carolina 
_. Highways and Public Works.” In 
this capacity, Rankin succeeds F. O. 
Carver, Jr., whose resignation is 
announced elsewhere in today’s 
eer. 

- Rankin, a native of Spencer, 
C., formerly worked for The 
ury Post and The News and 


is a veteran of World War II, 
ipated in the invasions of 


a was discharged from 
Ske aaa of this year. 


of Mr and Mrs. F. O. Carver, Sr.,| 
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Robert A. Bitch 
Returns To State 


Robert A. Burch, who went on 
leave of absence last September to 
take post-graduate work in traffic 
engineering at Yale University, 
returned to North Carolina on June 
ist and will be stationed in the 
State Highway Building in Raleigh. 

Prior to going to Yale, Burch 
was resident engineer in the 
Fourth Division. For a brief period 
immediately before he left for New |: 
England, Burch was temporarily 
assigned as a maintenance super- 
visor in the Fourth Division. 

An announcement as to the nat- 
ure of his new duties is expected to 
be made later this month. 

The Burch family, faced with the 
perennial problems of newcomers to 
Raleigh these days— that of locat- 
ing suitable living quarters—are 
sojourning for the present at a 
local hotel. 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


-'REW BRIGHT SPOTS Keane | 


IN GLOOMY PURCHASING PICTURE 


GILL HAS RETURNED 


Edwin D. Gill, former Major in 
the Army Engineers, has returned 
to work with the Commission in 
the capacity of Associate Bitumin- 
ous Engineer, it has been reported 
by T. V. Fahnestock, Bituminous 
Engineer. Major Gill was commis-_ 
sioned a Second Lieutenant in Aug- | 
ust, 1942 and attained the rank of 
Major during almost four years of | 
active duty. He saw service in both 
the European and Pacific war thea- 
tres. His return brings to 150 the 
number of veterans returning to 
work with the Commission. 

The United States obtains about 
50 per cent of the vanadium needed 


from sandstone formations in Colo- 
rado and Utah. 


AUTOMATIC MAIL MACHINE 


PROMISES 


Quicker mailing — and subse-9 
quent faster service in delivery of 
out-of-town copies of “North Car- 
olina Highways and Public Works” 
— is in prospect with the arrival 
of a new, all-automatic mailing 
machine, it was disclosed today 
by the editor of this publication. 

The first issue of this paper was 
published on December 14, 1945. 
Beginning at that time and contin- 
uing until now, the mailing list 
has grown from an absolute zero 
to its present figure of 5,864 names 
of employees, with a copy of each 
issue being addressed to each one. 
Thus, the mailing has been one of 
the big problems to meet and over- 
come in getting this publication 
squarely set up on its feet. Here- 
tofore, from five to six days, twice 
monthly, has been required to get 
these papers addressed and in the 
mails. The automatic equipment 
which has been shipped and is ex- 
pected to be in operation soon will 
eliminate this problem. After this 
machine is set up in readiness to op- 
erate, it is estimated that all papers 
will be in the mails within a few 
hours after delivery from the 
printers. 

This automatic mailing machine 
is another typical example of “hard 


|to get” equipment. It was ordered 
ajon February 28, and shipment was. 
}made from the manufacturers on 


FASTER DELIVERY 
SWAN SONG 


It is announced elsewhere in 
in this issue that I have resigned 
in order to accept the position of 
Radio News Editor at Station 
WSJS in Winston-Salem,, N. C. 

The development of this pub- 
lication has not been an easy 
under-taking; nor has it been one 
which a single individual coulld 
do alone. If any success has 
been achieved during the few 
months since it first became a | 
part of the State Highway and 
Public Works family, it has been 
due to the collective support of 
all of you and your sympathetic 
interest in its progress. 

When one considers that “North 
Carolina Highways and Puublic 
Works” was started little more 
than six months ago, it compares 
favorably with similar publi- 
cations issued by other states, 
even though it is neither as 
large nor as elaborately illust- 
rated as many of them are. 

If there is any message I de- 
sire to leave behind, it would be 
the thought that your “house 
organ” can succeed only as well 
as you support it with your in- 
terest and your enthusiasm. 

F. O. Carver, Jr. 


The four kings pictured on play- 


re) 


ing cards are David, Alexander, 
Caesar and Charlemagne. 


i] 
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By W. G. Reaves 

The Column this week will be 
devoted to furnishing information 
on shortages and surpluses and 
giving facts on delivery of various 
miscellaneous items: 

Office Furniture and Equipment 

The demand for office furniture 
far exceeds the supply; thus, de- 
livery at present is very slow. Pro- 
duction is increasing rapidly, but 
it will be several months before a 
noticable effect can be seen. Office 
equipment is in the same class with 
office furniture. Typewriters are 
being delivered in approximately 
90 days. Also, some makes of Cal- 
culators are being delivered in 90 
days, others range from 3 to 12 
months. 

Building Materials 

Building materials are getting 
even scarcer. This is due to the re- 
sult of strikes and the increased 
demand. Lumber is in short supply, 
and the demand far exceeds the out- 
put. This situation is not expected © 
to improve for some months to come. 
Nails are practically unobtainable. 
Plumbing supplies are also very 
scarce. Some pipe is available, but 


‘only in small quantity. 


Electrical Supplies 
Electrical supplies are slightly 
on the up trend but deliveries are 
exceedingly slow. The copper short- 
age will affect the production of 
wire, and this will reflect in the 
output of small motors. Wire cable 
is very scarce and delivery of this 
item is not up to previous expect- 
ations. 
Equipment Repair Parts 
The production of equipment re- 
pair parts is in full swing. How- 
ever, certain repair parts for large 
equipment are slow in delivery. 
This situation is caused by a large 
back log of orders. If production 
continues at the rate it is now 
turning out parts, this situation 
should soon clear itself up. Even 
now, most small repair parts are 
fairly easy to obtain. 
Tire Output Threatened 
According to a recent report by 
the Rubber Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation, textile shortages are seri- 
ously threatening to halt the up 
turn in tire production and move 
further into next year the day when 
a normal supply of tires is available. 
The most acute shortage now exists 
in sizes 600-16, 650-16, 650-20 and 
(Continued on page three) 
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MAKES SENSE 

Something which Commis- 
sioner Watson said in connec- 
tion with the allocation of the 
$5,000,000-dollar fund for bet- 
terment of county roads keeps 
ringing in our ears as an em- 
inently sensible viewpoint. 

First of all, if the 5-million 
fund were allocated on an ex- 
act pro rata basis among the 
100 counties, with no regard 
for any other factor, it would 
mean that each county would 
be entitled to $50,000. How- 
ever, there are other conside- 
rations to be accounted for in 
allocating this fund, conside- 
rations such as area popula- 
tions, road mileage and regist- 
ration of motor vehicles. With 
these factors in mind, the allo- 
cations by divisions have run 
in the neighborhood of half 
million dollars each. Counties 
in each division number from 
a low figure of seven in the 
Fourth to fourteen in both the 
First and the Tenth. This spe- 
cial fund which has been 
divided among the divisions is 
subject to further division by 
counties within a _ division, 
with the same considerations 
employed as were used in mak- 
ing the original statewide al- 
location. 

Mr. Watson expressed the 
opinion that some of the smal- 


ler counties would be allotted | 
only about $10,000 to $12,000 


on a pro rata basis, and that 
this amount of money could 
not go very far in building or 
improving roads. And he is 
exactly right. 

A five-million dollar appro- 


priation looks mighty big; it’s 
far more money that all but a 
very few people accumulate 
during an entire lifetime. 
However, when this amount 
has been divided and redivid- 
ed, finally filtering down to 
the sum of the average county, 
it is found to be not such an 
impressive amount after all. 

Of course, it is a tremen- 
dous help to our program 
throughout the state, and it 
will go a very long way toward 
the overall betterment goal 
which has been set. We should, 
however, use our every faci- 
lity for impressing upon the 
general public that ambitious 
road improvement plans will 
require a great deal more 
money than this allocation and 
will require quite a long time 
to complete. 

After all is said and done, 
this organization has the re- 
sponsibility for more than 48,- 
000 miles of county roads, in 
excess of 10,000 miles of pri- 
mary roads and about 2,000 
miles of municipal thorough- 
fares, for a total of more than 
60,000 miles in our highway 
and road network. That con- 
stitutes a very great respon- 
sibility. The sensible attitude 
is to cut our pattern to fit the 
cloth and to avoid biting off 
more than we can chew. 


EDITOR RESIGNS 

When another issue of this 
paper goes to press, the name 
of the editor carried at the 
masthead since its publication 
was begun last December will 
have been changed. 

The present editor, as an- 
nounced elsewhere in today’s 
issue, has submitted his re- 
signation, effective June 15, 
in order to accept a situation 
in private industry. 

In leaving this post, we 
wish to express our apprecia- 
tion for the many valuable 
suggestions which have come 
to this office from numerous 
sources since this paper was 
first launched. 

The interest and coopera- 
tion we have received in deve- 
loping “North Carolina High- 


ways and Public Works” from 
infancy into the growing or- 
gan it has rapidly become 
have been most helpful in get- 
ting the paper landed square- 
ly on its feet. 

We believe it has been well 
received by the organization 
as a whole, not because there 
has been any particular merit 
in its editorship, but by virtue 
of being an all-personnel or- 
gan in which the activities of 
the Commission as a whole 
could be conveyed in detail to 
all phases of our operation. 

We particularly wish to con- 
vey our thanks to the Prison 
Industries Print Shop, its sup- 
erintendent and personnel, for 
their loyalty and interest in 
contending with the many 
problems we have encountered 
and overcome in getting this 
paper fairly launched on its 
course. 

HOPEFUL; ANYWAY 

If the Public Roads Admini- 
stration looks with favor upon 
a resolution adopted during 
a meeting here in May of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Southeastern Association of 
State Highway Officials, a con- 
siderable amount of the red 
tape now involved in road con- 


struction Federal Aid projects | 


will be automatically cut. 

As we understand it, highway 
officials are being required to 
“justify” the increased cost of 
construction before PRA will 
consider a project. This just- 
ification must be done by 
writing lengthy dissertations 
which review the higher cost 
of living as applied to road 
construction. 

Now, some leeway is per- 
mitted; that is, PRA recog- 
nizes that the cost of living 
has risen to some extent. The 
limit, however, puts a ceiling 
that is too low on increased 
costs, with the result being 
that virtually every FA pro- 
ject must be “justified.” 

The SASHO directors re- 
solved in their meeting that 
such justification is unneces- 
sary and only serves to com- 
plicate matters further. We 


values. 


France. 


Friday, June 14, 1946 ; 


are hopeful that PRA will fol 
look with favor on this resolu- * 
tion by revising its scale of 


If anyone wishes to know 
about the increased cost of liv- 
ing, all he has to do is to step - 
in a store up the street and 
try to buy any item you can 
mention. The chances are good 
that he will pay a much higher 
price for it than the same item 
would have cost him a few 
years ago. 


Fulghum nae 
Holder’s Place 


Graham S. Fulghum, formerly 
employed by the State Highway 
and Public Works Commission as 
a Senior Blue Printer, has been 
appointed an Assistant Director in 
the Division of Purchase and Con- 
tract, W. Z. Betts, State Director, 
announced recently. 

Fulghum replaces Claude L. 
Holder as assistant director in 
charge of contracting for and pur- 
chasing printing and binding and 
paper products. Holder, who had 
been on sick leave since last Novem- — 
ber, has retired under the dis- 
ability clause of the state’s retire- 
ment system. His retirement be- 
came effective May 18. Fulghum 
assumed his new duties at about 
that time. : 

The assistant director was em- 
ployed by the Highway Commission 
from 1937 to 1941 as a senior blue 
printer, resigning to accept a post 
as junior draftsman with the 
Savannah Machine and Foundry ~ 
Co., Savannah, Ga. 

He entered the military service 
in November of 1942 and was dis- 
charged in October, 1945 as a phar- 
macist’s mate, first class, U. S. 
Naval Reserve. He returned to 
work with the Commission as a 
senior blue printer shortly after 
leaving the Navy and had been em- 
ployed in that capacity until his 
transfer to the Division of oo" 
chase and Contract. 

Paul Pearson, a junior wipe 
printer in the blue print room, has 
been promoted to senior blue print- 
er to succeed Fulghum. ~ 


j 
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Some provision for the safe dis- 
posal of used razor blades should be 
included in the bathroom design. A 
wall slot near the lavatory in the 
medicine cabinet is a common 
method. hie 9 


' Canada took the first census 0 


modern times in 1666, when 
persons were ae 


ye ees 


Friday, June 14, 1946 


@ 
. The committee on engineering 


made the recommendations listed 
+ below to the Highway Safety Con- 
4 ference held at President Truman’s 

request on May 8, 9, and 10 in 
Washington. Principal goal of the 
conference was to study ways and 
-_- means of curbing a mounting traffic 
accident toll, already extraordina- 
rily high and threatening to go even 
higher. 

Greater attention to safety and 
operating factors at the design 
stage of vehicles and roadways, 
with continued improvement in 
brakes, headlights, driver vision, 
directional signals, tires, wheel rims 
and bumpers, as well as the mod- 
ernization of principal streets and 
highways, with general application 
of the standards, policies and guides 
developed by the American Associa- 
tion of Highway Officials, the Public 
Roads Administration, and other 
appropriate agencies, was the first 
recommendation made in a 12-point 
program. 

Other recommendations: 

1. Elimination of railway-high- 
way grade crossings on priorities 
determined on the basis of hazard 
and economy of operation, with ade- 
quate protection of crossings where 
grade separation structures are not 
feasible. 

2. Provision where needed of 
sidewalks and other pedestrian pro- 
tection features. 

38. Maintenance of roadways so 
that they will be safe for year- 
round travel, have _ skid-resistant 
surfaces, smooth, usable shoulders, 
and adequate drainage. 
4. Provision of modern street 
and highway lighting on main ur- 
ban streets and on the more haz- 
ardous sections of suburban and 
rural highways. i 
5. Application of modern plan- 
ning and traffic engineering tech- 
niques, with establishment by all 
states and cities of properly staffed 
divisions or departments having the 
authority and facilities needed to 
perform this function, and utiliza- 
_ tion of factual data on traffic opera- 
tions in the design of new roadways 
and as the basis for other improve- 
- ments, such as channelization, one- 
way street routing, loading islands, 
identification and elimination of 
special hazards, and provision of 
off-street parking facilities. 
6. Adoption of the vehicle size 
and weight limitations recently pro- 
posed by the American Association 
of State Highway Officials and con- 
sideration of these new provisions 
in future revisions of the Uniform 
Vehicle Code. 

As Adoption by all jurisdictions 
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_ ENGINEERS RECOMMEND POLICIES 
gq AT HIGHWAY SAFETY CONFERENCE 
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| of the provisions governing traffic 


signs, signals, markings, and is- 
lands, contained in the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

8. Establishment of speed re- 
strictions in accordance with Act 
V of the Uniform Vehicle Code. 

9. Establishment of an effective 
and continuing liaison among motor 
vehicle manufacturers, road build- 
ers and traffic engineers to promote 
closer coordination of vehicle de- 
sign, the geometric and structural 
plans for roadways and plans for 
operation and traffic control. 

10. Employment of a practical 
means within the appropriate pol- 
itical subdivisions for coordinating 
the everyday and long range efforts 
of engineers engaged in planning, 
zoning, housing, street and highway 
development. 

11. Extended engineering re- 
search into human and physical 
factors relating to safety in traffic 
operation. 

(Editor’s Note: The foregoing 
recommendations are thought of as 
being very comprehensive. It is 
noted, incidentally, that the North 
Carolina Highway Department al- 
ready has many of these recom- 
mendations in practice now, if not 
in exactly the manner recommend- 
ed, at least in the spirit and prin- 
ciple involved.) 


NEW BRIGHT SPOTS 


(Continued from page one) 
most sizes of conveyor belting, but 
to such a back log of orders, deliv- 
ries are exceedingly slow — being 
from 6 to 12 months. According to 
a recent report, a new type con- 
veyor belt has been developed which 
features raised “treads”. These 
treads are said to grip the materials 
on the belt into pocket-like divisions 
so as to hold the load tight, even on 
steep inclines. It is further pointed 
out that after the ribs wear off, 
the belt can be pressed into service 
for flat conveying duty. It will very 
probably be quite some time before 
this type belt will be on the market 
in quantity. 

Gasoline, Oils and Lubricants 

Here are three items on which 
delivery has been good. Now that 
the rail strike has been settled, 
we anticipate no immediate delays 
on future orders. Indications now 
are that high test gasoline will feel 
a lead shortage. This shortage may 
reduce the qualtity or octane rat- 
ing of gasoline available but it is 
not likely to reduce the overall 
quantity. 
32x6. 


Conveyor Belting 
Production is in full swing on 
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North Carolina 
Is Well Ahead 
Of Neighbors 


North Carolina is well ahead of 
her sister states in road work econ- 
tracted for and already under way, 
Chairman A. H. Graham told mem- 
bers of the Highway and Public 
Works Commission at their May 
meeting here on Wednesday, May 
29th. 

He stated that he had an opport- 
unity to discuss road programs in 
the various states composing the 


Southeastern Association of State! 


Highway Officials at a meeting of 
this organization”s board of direc- 
tors here earlier in the month. His 
impression from these talks, he 
said, is that North Carolina is out 
in the lead in most instances and as 


far along as any other state in the. 


association in all respects. 

He reported to the Commission 
that the SASHO directors had 
adopted a resolution which, if ap- 
proved, would curtail much of the 
red tape now involved in getting 
approved from the Public Roads 
Administration on projects which 
use Federal Aid funds. This resolu- 
tion, he reported, was designed for 
the consideration of Thomas H. 
MacDonald, Commissioner of the 
Public Roads Administration. 

Chief Engineer W. Vance Baise 
presented the County Road Investi- 
gation Reports, recommending that 
52.75 miles be added to the system 


His recommendation was adopted. | 

Chairman Graham told the Com- | 
missioners that he had discussed | 
the county road program with| 


Governor Cherry, who has tenta- 


tively promised to appropriate an) 
additional $10,000,000 from surplus | 
funds to be used exclusively in the} 


stabilization of the county roads. 
However, if this allocation is made, 
it will not be available until after 
the close of the current fiscal year, 
at which time the Governor will be 
in position to determine the amount 
of surplus funds on hand. The 
Chairman said that the Highway 
Department is confronted with 
many difficulties in pursuing its 
work but that he felt confident some 
way would be found to stabilize the 


county roads in preparation for | 


next winter. 

Members of the Commission were 
presented with copies of a report 
compiled by the department of 
statistics and planning relative to 
participation of right-of-way costs 
by cities and towns in other states. 
It was suggested that the Commis- 
sioners study this material in order 
that a comprehensive discussion of 
this subject could be held at the 
June meeting. 

H. K. Witherspoon, Compensation 


Contracts Let 
On 29 Projects 


The following 29 projects, bids on 
which were received during May, 
have been let to contract: 

Chatham-Moore Counties: B. S. 
6-7-50-13, ete.; Camden—B. S. 1-7- 
2-4; Pasquotank-Perquimans—B. S. 
1-7-12-5; etc. Northampton—1-600 
S 198 (1); Craven—2-200-S-186 
(1); Cumberland—B. S. 3-7-30-11; 
| Wake—4-6-38-152, ete.; Wake-John- 
ston—4-7-38-22, etc.; Franklin—4- 
7-35-4; 

Johnston—4-7-36-13; Nash—4-7- 
37-19, ete.; Wayne—4-7-39-4, etc.; 
| Wilson—4-7-40-14, ete.; Johnston— 
' 4-151 S-192 (1); Alamance-Caswell 
| —5-7-42-22, ete.; Caswell—5-7-43- 
12; Guilford—5-7-46-81; etc.. Rock- 
ingham—5-7-49-23; Davidson-Ran- 
dolph—6-7-51-14; etc. 

Harnett—6-7-51-11; and 4386- 
-FAS-159 (1); Mecklenburg—7-7- 
61-65; Richmond—17-7-63-32; Meck- 
lenburg—7-201-S-573 (2); and 7- 
202—S-195 (1); Anson—6092 F- 
169 (18) ; Forsyth—8-6-71-167; etc. 
and 8-7-71-60; Surry—8-401 S-206 
(1). 

Betterment Sections 10-6-133, 10- 
688-132, Code 5900-1034-8, Code 59- 
00 -1009-8, Buncombe - Haywood 
Counties were held in abeyance for 
further study and consideration. 
The chairman, the division com- 
missioner and the chief engineer 
have been authorized to act on this 
award. 


WEBB HAS OPERATION 


W. H. (Buck) Webb, Jr., office 
| engineer in the Right-of-Way De- 
partment, is back at his desk after 
spending a few days in a local hos- 
pital for an operation. 


Officer, spoke briefly, outlining the 
group insurance and _ hospitaliza- 
tion plan now in effect for em- 
ployees of the Commission. 

Among other matters, the Com- 
mission: Set a speed limit of 25 
miles per hour on US 421 for 500 
| feet north and south of the inter- 
section with a street leading to 
Kure Beach; voted to continue its 
membership in the National Aca- 
demy of Sciences, National Re- 
search Council; ordered some 
changes in the routing of NC 731 
in Montgomery County; voted to 
renew its participation in the erec- 
tion of historical markers in the 
state a program conducted jointly 
by the departments of archives and 
history, conservation and develop- 
ment and the highway commission. 


Milk is taken to market in bam- 
boo milk “bottles” on the back of a 
donkey in Tibet. 
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| PARABLE OF AN ENGINEER | 


One day three men, a Lawyer, a‘ 
Doctor, and an Engineer appeared 
before St. Peter as he stood guard- 
ing the Pearly Gates. 

The first man to step forward 
was the Lawyer. With confidence 
and assurance, he proceeded to de- 


liver an eloquent address which left | 


St. Peter dazed and bewildered. 
Before the venerable Saint could 
recover, the Lawyer quickly handed 
him a writ of mandamus, pushed 
him aside, and strode through the 
open Portals. 


Next came the Doctor. With im- 
pressive, dignified bearing, he intro- 
duced himself: “I am Dr. Brown.” 
St. Peter received him cordially. “I 
feel I know you, Dr. Brown. Many 
who preceded you said you sent 
them here. Welcome to our city.” 

The Engineer, modest and diffi- 
dent, had been standing in the back- 
ground. He now stepped forward. 
“I am looking for a job,” he said. 
St. Peter wearily shook his head. 
“T am sorry.” he replied, “we have 
no work here for you. If you want 
a job, you can go to Hell.” This 
response sounded familiar to the 
Engineer and made him feel more 
at home. “Very well,” he said, “I 
have had Hell all my life and guess 
I can stand 
others.” St. Peter was puzzled. 

| “Look here, young man, what are 

| you?” “IT am an Engineer” was the 
reply. “O, yes,” said St. Peter. “Do 
you belong to Locomotive Brother- 
hood?” “No, I am sorry,” the Engi- 
neer responded apologetically, “I 
an a different kind of Engineer.” 
“TI do not understand,” said St. 
Peter. “What on Earth do you do?” 
The Engineer recalled a definition 
and calmly replied: “I apply mathe- 
matical principles to the control of 
natural resources.” This sounded 
meaningless to St. Peter and his 
temper got the best of him. “Young 
man,” he said, you can go to Hell 
with your mathematical principles 
and try your hand on some of the 
natural forces there.” “That suits 
me,” responded the Engineer. “I 
am always glad to go where there 

-is a tough job to tackle.” Where- 
upon he departed for the Nether 
Regions. 

And it came to pass that stange 
reports began to reach St. Peter. 
The Celestial denizens, who had 
amused themselves in the past by 
looking down upon the less fortun- 
ate creatures in the Inferno, com- 
‘menced asking for transfers to that 
other domain. The sounds of agony 
and suffering were stilled. Many 
new arrivals, after seeing both 
places, selected the Nether Regions 
for their permanent abode 
St. Peter sent messen: 


tee 


it better than the 


Hell and to report back to him. 
They returned all excited and re- 
ported to St. Peter: “That Engi- 
neer you sent down there,” said 
the messengers, “has completely 
transformed the place so that you 
would not know it now. He has 
harnessed the Fiery Furnaces for 
light and power. He has cooled the 
entire place with artificial refrige- 
ration. He has drained the Lakes of 
Brimstone and has filled the air 
with cool perfumed breezes. He has 
flung bridges across the Bottomless 
Abyss and has bored — tunnels 
through the Obsidian Cliffs. He has 
created paved streets, gardens, 
parks and playgrounds, lakes and 
rivers and beautiful waterfalls. 
That Engineer you sent down there 
has gone through Hell and has made 
it a realm of happiness, peace and 
industry.”—F'rom “The Slide Rule,” 
Houston Engineers Club. 


Bulk Of Service 
Awards Are Here 


Employees with as much as five 
years’ service will soon have the 
opportunity of sporting in their 
coat lapels or, in the case of the 
ladies, as part of their female at- 
tire, either the sterling silver or 
the goldfilled sterling silver service 
awards which have been ordered 
for them. 

W. 4H. Rogers, Jr., administrative 
assistant, said today that the “bulk 
of the awards have already arrived 
from the manufacturers.” As this 
is being written, the remainder of 
the orginal order is expected daily. 

According to J. M. Potter, pur- 
chasing agent, 3,485 awards have 
been ordered. They are divided into 
the following categories: 930 of the 
five-year type; 1350 of the 10-year 
awards; 490 15-year; 640 20-year; 
75 25-year. The original order is 
designed to take care of present 
needs and anticipated needs for 
next year. However, some doubt 
was expressed today that a suffi- 
cient number has been requisitioned 
for these purposes. It was pointed 
out that supplementary orders 
should be less troublesome to pro- 
cure than the original one and that 
little difficulty is anticipated in fill- 
ing additional orders as they are 
required. 

Pending the arrival of the re- 
maining awards in the original or- 
der, no plans are being announced 
about presentation ceremonies. 
However, it is expected that the 
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One Escape Each 


Day Is Average 
Throughout May 


One escape per day was the aver- 
age recorded during May, accord- 
ing to the monthly compilation of 
statistics prepared by the Prison 
Department. 

The majority of escapes, how- 
ever, occurred during the first half 
of the month. Up to May 16th, 
there had been 22 escapes reported, 
with nine reported during the last 
part of May, bringing the total to 
thirty-one. This lacked five of equal- 
ing the February total of 36, high- 
est for any month since this report- 
ing service was started last Decem- 
ber. 

Only one camp, Orange County, 
drops to a one-star rating for the 
May 16-31 period. None of the 
camps goes off the star list. Two- 
star camps are Alleghany, Yancey, 
Caldwell, Scotland, Montgomery 
and Brunswick. The ninth escape 
occurred at the N. C. Sanitorium. 

There was better than fifty per- 
cent recovery during the month, 
for 20 recaptures were reported, 
although this does not necessarily 
mean that twenty of the 31 escapes 
for May were recaptured before 
the close of the month. 

During May, 46 paroles and 18 
temporary paroles were issued, with 
one parole application being refus- 
ed. Ten paroles were revoked, there 
were commutations of two senten- 
ces, and two prisoners died. 

Following is a list of camp rat- 
ings for this period: 

One-Star Rating 


Orange 507 
Two-Star Rating 
Brunswick 802 
Scotland 610 
Montgomery 705 
Alleghany 801 
Caldwell 803 
Yancey 1014 


All other camps have a three 
star rating. 


“Patton Bridge.” 
The new 1,480-foot British-built 


bridge over the Rhine at Cologne| i 


will be named “Patton Bridge” in 
memory of the late Gen. George S. 
Patton, Jr., and “in fitting recog- 
nition of his brilliant dash to the 
Rhine,” the British military gov- 
ernment said tonight. 


each division, with the division en- 
gineers and the commissioners mak- 
ing plans for their own presentation 


banka the a by le 


The State eee 
Works Commission v 


ing on the last Wednesda 
month. 
The change was adopte 


letting and the scheduled con’ 
of the commissioners. It was p 
out that this would give suffi 
time for all bids to be figured 
readied for the consideration (0) 
board. 

The June meeting is likely 
a full day’s affair, for the Co 
sion will dispose of business m 
ters before it during the morni 
hours, and a hearing on the 
posed inter-state road has 
set for 2:30 in the afternoo: 
known that several North Car 
cities have indicated their i 
to be heard at that time. 
the cities expected to send 
tions are Fayetteville, Laur 
and Lumberton. 


the Division of a 
Ebasne Agent Sor thes St 


Recently, they planned 
meeting of the Natigt 


finally decided to go 


to the Raleigh- Durkee 
from downtown Chie 
port there. 


Vegetable var 
serve a oh or 


services. It is thought that a de-| 0) 


partmental service 


